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Selecting Tree Species for Planting Notes: 

 

1. All selected tree species shall be in accordance with the latest edition of ANSI Z60.1 America 

Standards for Nursery Stock. 

2. Species selection shall be based upon site conditions, area (urban or suburban), and topography. 

3. Proper species selection will vary from Urban to Suburban areas for consideration ambient heat 

tolerance from the concrete heat island effect, or tolerance to pollutants from runoff if placed in 

bio-swales or rain gardens for instance. 

4. Topography can affect the method in which the species shall be installed if the grade changes are 

steep in slope. Wet or dry tolerant species selection should also be based on topographical site 

condition since it affects whether or not runoff or the water table provides wet or dry conditions. 

5. No large or medium growth trees should be planted near overhead utilities lines and should be 

planted at the recommended distance. 

6. Trees should be selected to maximize canopy coverage, such as planting large growth trees over 

medium or small growth trees when applicable. 

7. A soil sample and tests should be conducted prior to selecting a tree species for a site, and tree 

species shall be selected based on the pH, soil structure, drainage, and compaction of the soil.   

8. When applicable, trees native to East Tennessee should be selected over exotic trees. 

9. Trees on the recommended species list or only recommendations and other trees may be selected 

with approval of the urban forester. 
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