
On June 19th, 2012, the City of Knoxville held a public kick-off meeting in the Community 

Room of the Knox County Health Department to discuss the EPA Brownfields Assessment grant 

awarded to the City in the amount of $400,000; $200,000 for petroleum site assessments and 

$200,000 for hazardous material site assessments. These funds can be used to conduct Phase I 

and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) in Downtown North.  Phase I is generally 

considered to be the first step in the process of environmental due diligence, while Phase II typi-

cally focuses on sampling environmental media from a specific site. 

Phase I ESA  
 Requires access to the site for visual observa-

tions of site conditions  
 Interviews with current and previous property 

owners, occupants and local officials 
 Photographs  
 Search of public records  
 Asbestos and/or lead-based paint samplings 

may be added to the scope  
 
Phase II ESA  
 Soil, sediment, surface water, soil gas, air and 

groundwater sampling  
 May require soil borings, test pits or  monitoring 

wells  
 Drilling equipment may be used  
 Owner will receive a copy of the results  
 In some cases, underground storage tanks may be removed under the Brownfield Assess-

ment Grant to facilitate sampling 
 Disclosure of findings  
 Brownfield Agreements may be beneficial in addressing findings  
 
 S&ME was selected as the lead consultant to assemble a Brownfields inventory, conduct 

Phase I and Phase II site assessments and assist with remedial planning.  Elizabeth Porter from 

S&ME presented an informative powerpoint pertaining to the nature of these assessments.  Other 

topics included:  What constitutes a brownfield, grant description, the timeline of events and a 

map displaying the brownfields boundary.   

 The meeting concluded by issuing a hand-out allowing those in attendance to provide 

information if they wish to have their property considered for an environmental assessment.    

S U M M A R Y  O F  P U B L I C  K I C K - O F F  M E E T I N G  

W H A T  I S  A  B R O W N F I E L D ?  

 

F I R S T  E D I T I O N  

D O W N T O W N  N O R T H  
Q U A R T E R L Y  B R O W N F I E L D S  
N E W S L E T T E R  

Welcome!   

We are happy to bring you 

the Downtown North 

Quarterly Brownfields 

Newsletter. This publication 

will help keep local residents 

and other interested parties 

up to date on Brownfields 

redevelopment activities in 

Downtown North. Hard 

copies will be available for 

review at the Lawson 

McGhee Library.  

Are You Interested in 

Having Your Property 

Assessed for 

Environmental Impacts? 

Please visit the City’s project  

webpage listed below, fill out 

the “Contact Info Flyer” and 

return to Anne Wallace or 

Bob Whetsel. 

For additional information, 

please see the City’s project 

webpage: 

www.cityofknoxville.org/

 

Contact Us 

City of Knoxville 

Office of Redevelopment 

(865) 215-2029 

Bob Whetsel (Director) 
bwhetsel@cityofknoxville.org 

Anne Wallace 
awallace@cityofknoxville.org 

Dawn Michelle Foster 
dmfoster@cityofknoxville.org 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Porter from S&ME gives a presentation about Brownfields 

and discusses Phase I and Phase II Assessments 

 A brownfield is property whose previous use is typically commercial or industrial.  These 

properties may contain either real or perceived petroleum or hazardous contaminants that could 

complicate the reuse, growth, enhancement or redevelopment of such sites.  While some brown-

fields are large former industrial sites, the majority are small properties such as dry cleaners, au-

tomotive repair shops, or gas stations.   

mailto:bwhetsel@cityofknoxville.org�
mailto:awallace@cityofknoxville.org�
mailto:dmfoster@cityofknoxville.org�


D O W N T O W N  N O R T H  B R O W N F I E L D S  P R O J E C T  A R E A  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Project Team Meeting 

When:  Thursday, November 1, 2012 at 4 P.M. 

Where:  Community Room in the Knox County Health Department located at 140 Dameron Avenue 

Please note that future Project Team Meeting dates and locations will be announced at this meeting 
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