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DAVIS RESIDENCE 

710 Forest Heights Road, Knoxville, Tennessee

ILLUSTRATIVE MASTER PLAN

Existing Mature
Oak Tree

Existing Mature Tree

Plan submitted for City approval on 
September 8, 2021





From: Christopher <cielodrawing@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 12:02 PM
To: Linda Pierucci <lpierucci@knoxvilletn.gov>
Subject: Re: Davis Residence 710 forest heights

Linda could you please tell me again the city restrictions I am violating?
Thank you again for your help.
Chris Davis

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 14, 2021, at 11:39 AM, Linda Pierucci <lpierucci@knoxvilletn.gov> wrote:

Chris,

Please give me a call right away. I made a mistake with the approval.

Sorry,

Linda

From: Christopher <cielodrawing@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 10, 2021 9:47 AM
To: Linda Pierucci <lpierucci@knoxvilletn.gov>
Subject: Re: Davis Residence 710 forest heights

Thank you so much! That’s wonderful news.

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 10, 2021, at 9:36 AM, Linda Pierucci <lpierucci@knoxvilletn.gov> wrote:

Chris, I apologize for the delay. I did look over the plans you sent. I am at home today, but I 
meant to get the permit to you today. I will backdate the permit to today's date. And consider it 
issued as of today.
I will send you the paperwork Monday.

Linda

Sent from Outlook Mobile

 Sep 14, 2021, 

I made a mistake with the approval.



7710 Forest Heights



Prototypical Gravel Forecourt at Residential Entry





Eugenia Williams House - Aslan Foundation



Bailey Residence, Knoxville, TN

Motor-court



Victor Ashe Residence Knoxville, TN

Gravel forecourt with
parking







Existing neighborhood conditions - Gravel 
Drive and parking



Wide Asphalt Drive



Existing Conditions - Permanent off 
street asphalt parking area in front of 
Residence



Existing conditions - Permanent off 
Street Parking area in front of Residence





























My vote of approval of Variance on 710 Forrest Heights Rd

pshankles3@gmail.com <pshankles3@gmail.com>
Wed 11/10/2021 12:21 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Hello, 

I own the house just up the street from 710 Forrest Heights Rd (4819 Summit Cir) and I just want to take
a moment and voice my approval for this variance. It is my understanding that the variance will not
determine if the driveway will be built, but rather if an old-growth tree will be removed to accommodate
the current owners. I don’t see any safety or environmental problems arising from the variance and so I
and in favor of granting the variance.  

Thank you for your time, 
Peter Shankles 

Sent from my iPhone



Variance at 710 Forest Heights Rd

Dorene Gryder <moody705@bellsouth.net>
Tue 11/9/2021 8:42 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Dear Ms. Burke, 

I own the house at 705 Forest Heights Rd., across the street from Chris Davis’ house. Although I was
sorry to see some of the previous owner’s  landscaping removed, I am confident that Chris will make his
yard beautiful AND provide handicapped access to the house for his Mother. 
I am in full support of allowing this to happen. 

Thank you, 
Pamela Dorene Gryder 
705 Forest Heights Rd. 
(865) 604-9994 

Sent from my iPhone 



Approve Variance on 710 Forest Heights Road

Nick Barron <kayaknickyb@gmail.com>
Tue 11/9/2021 8:27 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Hi Cheri, my name is Nick Barron, resident of Forest Heights Neighborhood, and owner of Albright Grove
Brewing on Sutherland Ave.  

I just wanted to take a minute to write my support in granting the variance sought by the homeowners
of 710 Forest Heights Road. They have been doing a wonderful job in updating the home and property,
and have discussed their plan in detail and understand the hardship their property presents in creating a
private driveway.  

The plans as I understand them do a great deal of improving their parking, taking stress off of the street
parking along Bolling St, as well as thoughtfully retains the large trees on their property and protects
their neighbors trees as well.  

I know personally how hard it can be to update older properties to meet with current codes - improving
the property for the brewery on Sutherland was a long challenge! I do support their plans and intentions
in updating and improving their property 

Thank you for your time and please feel free to reach out with any questions or clarifications! 

Nick Barron 
437 Highland Hills Road  
Knoxville, TN 37919



SUPPORT the Variance at 710 Forest Heights Road

Nichole Miller <nkm5120@gmail.com>
Tue 11/9/2021 8:11 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Good Evening, 

I live at 437 Highland Hills Road, Knoxville Tn and want to express my support of the variance at 710
Forest Heights. I’m impressed with the improvements to the property the new owners have made and
support their efforts with the driveway. Please let me know if there is anything else i need to do to
express my support!  

Thank you,  
Nichole Miller 

Sent from my iPhone



710 Forest Heights Road Driveway Variance

Gregory Swanson <gregory.d.swanson@gmail.com>
Wed 11/10/2021 8:44 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Cheri, I support the driveway variance filed for 710 Forest Heights Road.  I am an adjacent neighbor
and approve of the project. Thanks.  
Gregory D Swanson
4801 Bolling Ln, Knoxville, TN 37919
865-773-3333

--  
"no worries mate"
 
Greg Swanson



variance request at 710 Forest Heights Road

Lowell Gaertner <lowellgaertner@gmail.com>
Wed 11/10/2021 9:54 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Dear Cheri,

I live in the Forest Heights  neighborhood at 5013 W Summit Circle Knoxville, TN 37919. I was
informed by my neighborhood association that I could write to you with my opinion on the variance
request at 710 Forest Heights Road. I am writing in support of the home owner's proposal. The
request is reasonable and the plan is attractive and appropriate for the style of the house and the
neighborhood. I understand that some folks in the neighborhood oppose the plan because it involves
a driveway in the front of the house. If you were to drive up Forest Heights Road you would notice at
least two other houses with driveways with two entrances that span across the yard and cars parked
on those driveways. I see no reason why that would be permissible for those homes but not the house
in question. Anyway, I support the efforts of the home owner of 710 Forest Heights Road. If you
have questions you can reach me by cell at 205-563-2255. You are more than welcome to share my
email with the BZA and attendees of the BZA meeting.

Sincerely,

Lowell Gaertner
5013 W Summit Cir
Knoxville, TN 37919



support

craig shelton <sheltoncraig70@gmail.com>
Wed 11/10/2021 12:59 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

I am writing in support of the landscape and drive project at 710 Forest Heights Rd. I have lived at
4123 Jomandowa Dr. for  28 years and I welcome the aesthetic and the investment in the
neighborhood. Chris Davis and his landscape architect Stephen Hackney are creating a beautiful
landscape and  safe access for his elderly mother. I am thrilled with all the work he has done to
improve the house and raise the value of one of the oldest and most beautiful homes in the
neighborhood. It was much neglected, but now fully restored. I feel he has raised the value of all the
homes in the neighborhood. Much issue has been made of parking in the front of the home, and the
integrity of our neighborhood, but most all  the homes , because of the age and size of the lots, have
front parking. I myself do. This design actually obscures any car that may be in front and places the car
to the left or right and out of the view of the entrance, unlike the parking pads that are randomly
placed all over the neighborhood including the homes of the non-supporters. I might add to that this
keeps cars off the streets and allows easier access for utility, garbage, and fire trucks. The former
owners parked in the street partially blocking a fire hydrant and access to Boling drive.

Thank you,

Craig Shelton



710 forest heights

Leigh Henderson <leigh.p.henderson@gmail.com>
Wed 11/10/2021 1:25 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

I live in forest heights and support the variance for the property located at 710 forest heights.  

Leigh Henderson



Zoning Request Support

Linda Smith <lindavolssmith@gmail.com>
Thu 11/11/2021 1:29 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

As a resident and member of Forest Heights Neighborhood Association for 33 years, I fully support Mr.
Chris Davis and I am in favor of the zoning request.  

Sincerely,  
Linda Smith  

Sent from my iPhone



SUPPORT for the Variance at 710 Forest Heights Road

George Ioannides <GEORGECI@yahoo.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 12:11 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

We write to support our neighbors’ variance request.  We live across the street from Chris, Rene and now
Chris’s mother.  We have seen first hand the quality work they have done to their home.     

Chris showed us the plans (from a well known local landscape architect) for the front, which include
hardscape, ground cover plants and screening hedges.  When complete, we know this will be one of the
premier properties in the neighborhood.   

For what it is worth, our home at 801 Forest Heights Road, has a simple paved circle driveway where we
often park.  We took a quick survey of the homes around ours and found the following homes with
parking in front: (1) 4909 Summit Circle (concrete circle driveway); (2) 706 Forest Heights (asphalt parking
pad); (3) 703 Forest Heights (asphalt parking pad); (4) 604 Forest Heights Road (parking pad); and (5) 602
Forest Heights (parking pad).  I did not survey the other neighborhood streets, but I am certain there are
more.   

We strongly SUPPORT our neighbors’ request and believe granting the variance under these
circumstances will only positively impact our neighborhood.   

Thanks for your consideration,  

Ann Santomassino & George Ioannides 
801 Forest Heights Road 



Zoning request support

Bob Smith <bobvolssmith@gmail.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 7:24 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

As a resident and member of Forest Heights Neighborhood Association.  I fully support Mr. Chris Davis
and I am in favor of the zoning request.  

Bob Smith 

865-603-4251



Comment on Forest Heights Variance

Erika Magnuson <erikawmagnuson@gmail.com>
Thu 11/11/2021 9:04 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>
Hello, Ms Burke, 

My name is Erika Magnuson and I live at 431 Highland Hills Rd.  My husband, Jon, and I would like to express our
support for the variance for 710 Forest Heights Rd.  Based on my understanding of the situation I believe that the
approval of the variance would result in a helpful and appropriate solution to a safety issue that is present at this
address.  Although street parking on one of the streets is legal, the way the home is positioned on the corner and at
the top of a blind hill creates an unsafe situation, especially if emergency services were ever needed on the street.
The current driveway restrictions create a hardship for the family residing in this home in finding safe and
accommodating parking on their property.  Based on the drawings, of which 90% has already been installed at the
house, it is clear that this design will accommodate vehicles in a safe way, while also being subjectively beautiful, and
consistent with the neighborhood's upscale aesthetic.

It is also my understanding that the city issued a permit for this work, and then rescinded said permit.  In the
meantime, based on the approved permit, work began and was nearly completed.  If the permitting office regretted
their original approval, that  should not be the burden of the homeowner.  Simply put, it is not right to approve
something and then rescind it after much of the work is finished, especially if there is no safety issue present.

I hope that your board can approve this variance, I personally know of many residents of Forest Heights who agree
with this perspective.  The common link for most of these residences is that they are newer to the neighborhood and
as such are able to make a judgement of the situation void of the emotion that seems to be accompanying the
naysayers.  These folks, for the most part, have deep historical connections to the neighborhood. But, this is not an
emotional or historic conversation.  And logically, the only answer can be to approve the variance based on the facts.

Thank you for your time.  I very much appreciate our city employees and government and I am grateful for the
opportunity to share my thoughts.

Regards,

Erika and Jon Magnuson
431 Highland Hills Rd.
37919 



710 Forest Heights: Variance

Cat Coffin <catcoffin@gmail.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 10:43 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

As the resident & owner of a home 145 feet from 710 Forest Heights, I strongly support the addition of
hardscaping and landscaping made by the that home’s owners.  

The thoughtful design, excellent workmanship and quality materials enhance the property’s overall value
and prolong its useful life while artfully adapting it accommodate accessibility for the homeowners and
elderly family members.  

Additionally, this feature relieves our neighborhood’s stringently limited off-street parking of hazards
and congestion.  
  
As a neighbor and design professional, I am confident that this enhancement—so beautifully conceived
and executed— stands in harmony with the home’s aesthetic.  

I strongly urge the granting of this variance.  

Respectfully,  
Cat Coffin 
4807 Summit Circle 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
C: (310) 977-2250



Support 11A21VA (710 Forest Heights Rd)

Michal Grivetti <michalgrivetti@gmail.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 10:49 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Ms. Burke,

I am writing to you today to voice my full support as a neighbor of the variance request 11A21VA.  I
live in Forest Heights neighborhood. My address is 4173 Jomandowa Dr, Knoxville, TN 37919.  This
project adds value to the community and the character of the neighborhood.  Please approve this
variance request.

Thank you,

Michal Grivetti
4173 Jomandowa Dr, Knoxville, TN 37919
865-661-6283



Support 11A21VA (710 Forest Heights Rd)

Grace Trent <mgracetrent@gmail.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 11:06 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Hello Cheri,

I write you today as a neighbor residing in the Forest Heights neighbor in full support of the variance
request 11A21VA. The project does not interfere with any of the character that makes our historic
neighborhood so wonderful. This neighborhood is loving and welcoming to all, regardless of
background. I want this neighborhood to continue to be a safe place for neighbors to grow in
community. I believe that stopping these neighbors from doing the project that works for their home
and their needs will do a disservice neighborhood. This has caused a lot of divide in a normally very
unified neighborhood. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any additional questions regarding my support. 

Margaret Grace Trent
501 Highland Hills Rd. 
Knoxville, TN, 37919



Support 11A21VA (710 Forest Heights Rd)

Courtney Fox <courtdaly@gmail.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 11:25 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Hello Cheri, 

I write to you today as a neighbor residing in the Forest Heights neighborhood in full support of the
variance request 11A21VA. The project does not interfere with what makes the historic neighborhood
so wonderful. It doe not impede on other neighbors and making their home work for them should be
priority as long as it does not impede the city. I would hope my neighbors would support any efforts
we would like to make in improving and upkeep of our home and property as well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Feel free to reach out for any questions regarding my
support. 

Courtney Fox
452 Circle Hill Dr. 
Knoxville, TN 37919. 



710 Forest Heights Road Variance

chackney <chackney@utk.edu>
Fri 11/12/2021 3:43 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>
Cc:  Dave Payne <dpayne@stephenwhackney.com>

Good a�ernoon,
 
I am wri�ng to support approval for the variance for 710 Forest Heights Road.  The new owners have taken a
property that was neglected for several years and made substan�al improvements.     
I appreciate the need for codes in neighborhoods; however they evolve to fit the needs and desires of current
residents. 
 
Forest Heights looks substan�ally different than when the neighborhood was originally pla�ed between 1929 and
1936.  A wide variety of housing types and parking op�ons now exist throughout to meet the current challenges
and provide safety given the narrow streets.
 
Warm Regards,
 
Dr. Cynthia Hackney



Please Approve Variance Request Forest Heights Rd

Ashley Stokes <bayoustokes@gmail.com>
Sun 11/14/2021 7:12 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

I wanted to voice my support for the variance request for Forest Heights Road. The owners have done
a beautiful job of restoring this home, improved the property, and have designed a very classic style
driveway with landscaping. I counted and over 1/2 of the homes on our street (I'm a neighbor on
Forest Heights) and connecting neighborhood streets have drives and parking in the front. Their
design is classic and well done. I'm supportive.
Thank you,
Ashley Stokes
706 Forest Heights Rd, Knoxville, TN 37919



Variance request at 710 Forest Hts Road

spangler <spangler@utk.edu>
Fri 11/12/2021 8:43 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

I am wri�ng on behalf of Chris Davis who has a variance hearing Nov 16 at 4 PM re his property at 710
Forest Hts Road. I live one street away and I am in complete support of Mr. Davis' plan for his front yard. 
He has completed extensive improvements on this property and per the landscape design, more shrubs
and natural greenery are to be added.  Again, I find the current plan an improvement over what was
previously there and I'm happy to have Chris (and his mom) as new neighbors on an improved piece of
property.  

Thank you in advance for your though�ul considera�on regarding this variance request.

Cindy Spangler
4175 Ridgeway Lane, 37919



12 November 2021 
 
 
Dear Knoxville County Board of Zoning Appeals,  
 
 
I am writing in support of Variance Request 11A21VA at 710 Forest Heights Rd. The homeowners 
have a solid plan to add parking to their property with easy access to first level of the home which 
their family requires. My house is on Bolling Ln, the road adjacent to the home. Bolling Ln is very 
narrow with a steep drop-off on the homeowner’s side of the street, making street parking for 
more than one vehicle disruptive to traffic and poor option. The homeowners have freely shared 
their driveway plan and landscaping plan which appears well thought-out and professionally 
derived. For these reasons I ask you to please consider supporting Variance Request 11A21VA at 
710 Forest Heights Rd. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jennifer Heppert 
4805 Bolling Ln 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
 
 



710 Forest Heights Blvd

trey coleman <treycoleman@yahoo.com>
Wed 11/17/2021 6:30 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>
Howdy,

I live on 4125 Ridgeway Lane, so just a few doors down from the home having the variance issue, and I wanted to
voice my support for my neighbors project. 

However, I will add that I don't know why the work stoppage was issued. I've asked several people and get several
different answers. 

The only concern I have is that where the new driveway is now located its at the top of Forest Heights Blvd and at a
point where people coming up the hill are likely accelerating to clear the top of the hill. The mitigant here is apparently
anyone leaving the driveway can see down the hill but I have not personally confirmed this. I would certainly support
and recommend that the new drive be only for an entrance and a new driveway be added on the dead end alley for
exiting vehicles. I've been told this was the owners original plan but that is just hearsay. 

As to my support, I think the improvements enhance the beauty of the home and neighborhood. the quality of
construction has been top notch and the owner has done a lot internally with the home as well. I think he has
impeccable taste and his true intent to make things nicer, something any homeowner should be allowed to do (within
the confines of code and other regulations).

Thanks,

Trey Coleman 



From: Cynthia Estes <tigercke@comcast.net> 

Date: November 6, 2021 at 7:37:52 PM EDT 

To: cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov 

Subject: 710 Forest Heights 

 

Cheri, 

I live in Forest Heights and object to the front yard parking lot that has been built. No one 

needs a parking lot that fills the front yard.  Chris Davis knew his needs before he bought 

the house also and if the house did not fit his needs he should not have bought it. I also 

noticed that he submitted pictures from “historical houses” but with no cars parked in them. 

Also these houses are estates. He also said his mother needed to park in front but she 

doesn’t need the whole front yard. He has parking in the back.  We have had a neighbor 

who put an elevator into her house as she aged.  

 

Many people have worked hard over the years to improve our neighborhood and to have 

codes that protect our neighborhood. I don’t know why we have codes if someone can build 

something ignoring the codes and then come and say look I’ve spent all this money so you 

need to let me keep this. If they had lived there a long time and aged into it I could 

understand a small driveway coming in from Forest Heights and out Boling Lane to help 

accommodate them but they knew what they were buying. Even then no one needs a 

parking lot that fills the front yard. Also the runoff of rainwater. 

 

Also the homeowner states that he is protecting the trees with the gravel. That makes no 

sense since parking and driving on the roots damages them and hurts the trees. 

I also find it difficult to believe that if he was working with someone who was reputable that 

they would not have discussed codes. The first time I met with a contractor we discussed the 

codes and what I could and could not do per the codes.  

 

All this is to say the homeowner did not follow the codes for our neighborhood and should 

be turned down. We appreciate your help in protecting our neighborhood.  

 

I work full time and cannot attend the zoning meeting but wanted to voice my objections. 

 

Thank you, 

Cynthia Estes, 

4151 Ridgeway Lane, Knoxville, TN, 37919 

 



710 Forest Heights Dr.

John Ulmer <julmer3498@aol.com>
Thu 11/11/2021 10:03 AM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

To the Board of Zoning Appeals:

We are long term residents of the Forest Heights Neighborhood, residing at 4124 Jomandowa Drive. 

The fact that the driveway/courtyard work on this property was done in violation of the zoning code
notwithstanding, if the BZA does not reject the homeowners appeal outright serious consideration
should be given to requiring the closure of the driveway entrance on Forest Heights Drive which lies at
the top of a blind hill. We believe the traffic engineer would agree that a driveway in this location
presents a serious risk of future traffic accidents. 

John & Martie Ulmer  

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aol-news-email-weather-video/id646100661__;!!NC3vCrM4DMxsVXds!XkF6Ry_iwPqXA5qali_wFYX-WJmR1nYOFW47gAq42pRg4e1_i5G-tRqP_IMjy9gIQsZFYWI$


710 Forest Heights Rd.

qpass@aol.com <qpass@aol.com>
Thu 11/11/2021 4:50 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

  
 
 
 
November 11, 2012
 
Ms. Burke I am writing regarding the property at 710 Forest Heights Rd. 37919. I am against the current
landscaping plan the owner has proposed for the property.  The parking area would take up at least 50
percent of the front yard. No amount of landscaping can improve or enhance that. A parking area of
approximately 58ft x 28ft is hardly the definition of a circular driveway. The comparable properties in the
proposal have literally acres surrounding the parking areas.
This proposal is not in keeping with the character of neighborhood.  If this request is granted, I am
concerned a precedent will be set that allows for front yard parking in the neighborhood.
 
Respectfully,
Susan R. Passarello
516 Forest Hills Blvd
Knoxville, TN 37919
 



Dear Board Members, 
 
I am writing you today in opposition of the application for a variance at 710 Forest Heights 
Drive. This is a case of both good and bad judgement.  
 
I was a member of the Recode Knoxville Stakeholder’s Advisory Committee during the creating 
of the City of Knoxville’s new zoning ordinance. Good judgement was applied by the Planning 
Commission with the guidance of the Department of Plans Reviews and Inspections when the 
ordinance prohibited “front-yard parking except in approved parking spaces”. While it is a 
subjective argument that front-yard parking detracts from the character of the neighborhood, it 
was clear that since the 1960’s when the previous zoning code was created, there were 
thousands of complaints from residents who had issues with neighbors who park in their front-
yard. This cost the City and taxpayers a great expense in both money and resources to send 
inspectors out to police a problem that was hard to sometimes enforce. Therefore, the new 
zoning ordinance clearly defines based on specific dimensions, what constitutes an “approved 
parking space”. I don’t recall many, if any, issues from Knoxville residents regarding the 
approved driveway dimensions.  
 
The city zoning ordinance shows a drawing of a circular driveway. The entrance and exit of the 
driveway must be on the same street. This plan does not. Furthermore, if approved, the large 
number of variances needed and the substantial dimensional increases that will be granted 
further supports that this is not a circular driveway.  
 
I agree that the landscaping design that the applicant has proposed in lovely. He purchased a 
beautiful house located on a very historic street and neighborhood. However, there are 
numerous lovely designs that could be created for his yard. Both him and his professional 
landscape designer had bad judgement in creating a landscape plan that surrounds a motor-
court. The original plan that was not shown in this application did not have an egress onto 
Boling Lane. This egress was only added to justify his request that the motor-court be defined 
as a “circular driveway”. The applicant also used bad judgement in not applying for a building 
permit prior to implementing the plan. It is surprising that his landscape designer did not 
suggest a permit application be filed or even know that a motor-court is not allowed in the City. 
 
I ask you to honor the good judgement of the Planning Commission and staff, City Council, 
numerous City directors and staff members as well as thousands of residents who provided 
input into the new zoning ordinance and deny this variance.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
Amy Midis 
5015 W Summit Circle  
 



710 Forest Heights Variance

Courtney Huster <juliacourt@mac.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 5:25 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

To Whom this May Concern, 

I am writing this to strongly oppose the variance for the property at 710 Forest Heights Drive. 

I lived in this neighborhood throughout most of my childhood and now again as an adult. I have a
unique perspective as I know much of the history of this property and of the neighborhood. However, I
realize that that is NOT what this is about. It is about the parking lot (for lack of a better term) that the
new owner of this property is installing in place of a front yard.  

Forest Heights is a neighborhood known for it’s old growth trees, houses with character and gardens
with native wildflowers. It is one of the reasons people love living here and that people are quick to
purchase homes in this neighborhood. In 2020 the neighborhood worked collectively to be recognized
as a Community Wildlife Habitat. It was a big effort and if you were to drive through the neighborhood
you could easily see why it was a priority. This new parking lot does not fit. The Fuller family who lived in
this home for decades took loving care of the yard and gardens- this is the norm in this neighborhood. 

I have heard that this parking lot will add value to my home- I do not see how that could happen. In my
opinion it is a detriment to the neighborhood. 

I have heard that there are drainage issues- I find that hard to believe as this house sits very close to the
top of the hill. The family who lived in the house for many years never had such problems. I am doubtful
of a drainage issue.  

I have heard that it’s a parking issue. I am certain that there are many more tasteful ways to solve this
problem in keeping with the look and feel of the neighborhood. Additionally, the home has a two car
garage, ample room in the driveway and is on the corner of a dead end street.  

I am imploring you to drive through the neighborhood and see for yourself how this does not fit and is
actually a very unwelcome idea and design. As I mentioned before there are MANY other ways in which
this problem could be taken care of that would keep the charm and character of the neighborhood in
tact. 

Please deny this variance as the project it is attached to is one that will be bad for the neighborhood. 

Thank you for your time and Consideration, 

Julia Courtney Huster 
4138 Jomandowa



City of Knoxville Board of Zoning Appeals  
 
Zoning Variance request for 710 Forest Heights Rd. 
 
When Chris Davis purchased 710 Forest Heights we (neighbors) wondered what would transpire and 
watched closely the progress of renovations.  I spoke with his contractor and walked through during the 
renovations.  I was impressed with the quality of construction and with the renovations overall.  This 
gave me a level of comfort to see that Chris appeared to have only the best intentions for our 
neighborhood. 
 
When work began in the front yard, I felt that the quality of work mentioned above would naturally 
continue.  When the dump trucks backed into the front yard and dumped tons of stone, I realized that 
the good design had not been continued.  By City Zoning Code, section 11.3, paragraph D, parking in the 
front yard is forbidden. 
 
City officials soon came to the site and stopped work and as a result Chris began a door to door 
campaign seeking support.  While visiting with me, he had a basic drawing of the landscape architect’s 
design and stated that he had a permit for the work.  I found this confusing since the city should not 
have issued a permit for a non-conforming use and a professional landscape architect would be aware of 
the existing local codes and regulations.  I assumed that there must be something in the new zoning 
ordinance that I am not aware of which allowed the project.  I told Chris that because he had done such 
good work on the interior renovations and because he had proceeded with the expense to create the 
front parking court with the required permit, and even though I strongly dislike his design, I supported 
his right to apply for a Zoning Variance.  Since he had a permit and used a registered landscape architect, 
I further promised that I would not actively oppose the project. 
 
In later conversations, Chris continued to assert that the design is not a parking lot but instead access for 
his elderly mother who cannot back her car out of the existing driveway and cannot maneuver the 
existing stairs at the rear entry.  Recently, I watched as his mom exited the front door, down the steps, 
across the parking area, down a slope to the old steps, down those steps to the side street and to the 
mailbox to retrieve the mail.  She then retraced the route in good fashion.  As a 76 year old myself, I 
applaud her efforts but it shot holes in Chris’s implication that it is her frailty that gives his parking court 
validity. 
 
Chris further proudly states that a decision was made to use pea gravel for the surface of the parking 
area.  In fact the area was paved using “crusher run” limestone which is the typical underlayment for 
asphalt pavement.  Yet another misrepresentation to make me question what’s next. 
 
One recent Sunday afternoon, there were 4 cars parked in the lot.  When I brought this to his attention, 
he said that it was only for a few hours, implying that made it o.k.  He even stated that he enjoys 
entertaining and that there will be times when it is indeed full of cars.  Recently, there were 3 cars 
parked there most of the day and today, Nov. 18th, there are 4 cars parked in the “parking court”. 
 
We (Forest Heights Neighborhood Association) recently found out that he did not have a permit and this 
coupled with his lack of care for the codes and for the inappropriateness of his design, has shown me 
what he is made of. 
 



No matter what labels or lame excuses he tries to attach to the project, it is a 6 car parking lot and 
against the code.  Chris Davis has thumbed his nose at aesthetics, at City Codes and at his neighbors.  
The Board of Zoning Appeals should deny the variance and require its’ removal. 
 
With disappointment and frustration, 
 
Gary R. Nunley 
Architect, retired 
905 Forest Heights Rd. 
865-584-4722 
Email:  nclan@comcast.net  

mailto:nclan@comcast.net
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
November 4, 2021 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Scott Elder 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Room 475, City-County Building 
P. O. Box 1631 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 
 
Dear Mr. Elder: 
 
Re: Variance Requests 11-A-21-VA 
 
We have reviewed our records and, as far as we have been able to determine, KUB has no 
existing utility facilities located within the variance areas and we have no objection to the 
requested variances. However, KUB does not release and hereby retains all easements and 
rights for existing facilities, whether or not identified in our research. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call me at (865) 558-2483. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Christian Wiberley, P.E. 
Engineering 
 
CGW 
 
 
  
 



RE: BZA November applications

Steve Borden <Steve.Borden@tn.gov>
Thu 11/4/2021 4:23 PM
To:  Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>

Please find the following responses from TDOT District 18 Operations for the November BZA
applications:
 
10B21VA: 210 Stratford Rd  - TDOT Operations has No Comment regarding the privacy fence and
setbacks for property not adjacent to state owned ROW. 
11A21VA: 710 Forest Heights Rd - TDOT Operations has No Comment regarding the circle drive and
setbacks for property not adjacent to state owned ROW. 
 
 

 
Steven M. Borden, P.E. | Director/Assistant Chief Engineer
TDOT – Region 1
7345 Region Lane
Knoxville, TN  37914
(865) 594-2400
Steve.Borden@tn.gov
tn.gov/tdot
 
 
 
 
From: Cheri Burke <cmburke@knoxvilletn.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 2, 2021 3:40 PM 
To: Steve Borden <Steve.Borden@tn.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BZA November applica�ons
 

*** This is an EXTERNAL email. Please exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email - STS-Security. ***

Good afternoon Steve,
 
Please have your staff review the following application (located at this link) and provide your response
by 11/8/21.
 
11A21VA: 710 Forest Heights Rd
 
Thank you,
 

Cheri Burke

Administrative Specialist

https://knoxvilletn.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_109478/File/Boards/zoningappeals/packets/2021/10B21VA.pdf
https://knoxvilletn.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_109478/File/Boards/zoningappeals/packets/2021/11A21VA.pdf
mailto:Steve.Borden@tn.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.tn.gov/tdot__;!!NC3vCrM4DMxsVXds!TMb03e38jLLqobl431Bad5ehKlPROLbn4LAF5fj32pmvMZ-JvU3eH-rfh78vv9W-RwEFUC0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/knoxvilletn.gov/bza__;!!PRtDf9A!7YHIKJ-ZAdzl5TWGgwLrNUYl88FbKEpdHSWtOUhZW8V2LOixj-wzR5cIPh0TJyN_8g$
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