
 The first step for property owners in this Brownfields program is the performance of Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) for selected sites.  The Phase I ESA process involves a site 
visit, a review of state and federal regulatory records for the property and surrounding properties, a 
review of historical documents concerning the property, and the preparation of a written report. This 
work does not involve any sampling of soils or groundwater.  To date, access has been granted by 
the property owner to allow Phase I and II ESAs to be performed for the following: 
 

Former Auto Sales and Service Property, 835 N. 
Central Avenue 

Former Southern Linen Property, 1013 N. Central 
Avenue 

Historic Knoxville High Property, 101 E. 5th Avenue 
 
 The Phase I ESA’s for the properties above are 
currently being conducted and are scheduled to be com-
pleted in March 2013. Based upon the findings of the 
Phase I ESA, the next step would be to perform Phase II 
ESAs for eligible properties.  
 

S T E P  1 :   P H A S E  1  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S I T E  A S S E S S M E N T S  

B A C K G R O U N D  

 

S E C O N D  E D I T I O N  

D O W N T O W N  N O R T H  
Q U A R T E R L Y  B R O W N F I E L D S  
N E W S L E T T E R  

Welcome!   

We are happy to bring 

you the Downtown North 

Quarterly Brownfields 

Newsletter. This 

publication will help 

keep local residents and 

other interested parties 

up to date on 

Brownfields 

redevelopment activities 

in Downtown North. 

Hard copies will be 

available for review at 

the Lawson McGhee 

Library.  An online 

version is available at 

www.cityofknoxville.org/

downtownnorth/

brownfield.asp  

 

 

Contact Us 

City of Knoxville 

Office of Redevelop-

ment 

(865) 215-2029 

Bob Whetsel (Director) 
bwhetsel@cityofknoxville.org 

Anne Wallace 
awallace@cityofknoxville.org 

Dawn Michelle Foster 
dmfoster@cityofknoxville.org 

 

 

 

Photo taken during the most recent Project Team Meeting 

on February 7th, 2013 

 S&ME prepared an Environmental Data Inventory to compile and organize available historic 
information for properties within the Downtown North Redevelopment Area.  The objective of the data 
inventory is to assemble a searchable database of environmental and spatial data to assist with iden-
tifying potential candidate sites that may be eligible under the Brownfields Grant for environmental 
assessment. The inventory identified approximately 86 potential candidate sites for future assess-
ment utilizing grant funds, and approximately 16 properties were prioritized by the Downtown North 
Brownfield Project Team for potential future participation in the program. Letters were forwarded to 
the selected property owners requesting participation in the grant in November 2012 and several 
property owners responded expressing interest. The goal of this program is to provide environmental 
assessments that define activities needed to make the site suitable for reuse, and to reduce regulato-
ry delays when a project start-up occurs. 

S T E P  2 :   P H A S E  2  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S I T E  A S S E S S M E N T S  

 Phase II ESA activities involve the sampling and laboratory analysis of various types of envi-
ronmental media including soil, groundwater, soil gas and ambient air. In addition, remedial planning, 
asbestos inspections, lead-based paint surveys, geotechnical soil properties testing, and waste char-
acterization activities may performed for certain properties under the grant. Findings from the Phase I 
and Phase II ESAs are forwarded to EPA, the City, and respective property owners upon completion. 

S U M M A R Y  

 In this Second Edition of the Newsletter, we will review the City’s progress during the last 
three months to address brownfield’s redevelopment in the Downtown North Neighborhood.  The 
information presented in this issue is a summary of activities that was presented during the Project 
Team Meeting held at St. Johns Lutheran Church at 4 p.m. on February 7th.  After reviewing this 
newsletter, please call the City of Knoxville’s Office of Redevelopment if you have any questions or 
comments.  And remember, our next Project Team Meeting is May 2nd.   
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D O W N T O W N  N O R T H  B R O W N F I E L D S  P R O J E C T  A R E A  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Project Team Meetings Dates: 

May 2nd, 2013 

August 1st, 2013 

November 7th, 2013 

All Project Team Meeting Dates are scheduled for 4 p.m. at St. Johns Lutheran Church, located at 544 N. Broadway 
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