
From Beck Cultural Exchange Center’s “Friends of the 

Beck” email campaign 4/28/2023 

 

25th Anniversary of 

 

The Dedication of the 

Alex Haley Statue 

April 24, 1998 



  

 

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, April 25, 1998 

Twenty-five years ago, over 1,000 attendees arrived at the Haley 

Heritage Square in Morningside Park to celebrate what former Mayor 



 

of Knoxville, Victor Ashe, called “a lasting tribute to a man, a 

storyteller, and a great American.” The theme of the ceremony was 

“Alex Haley, America's Storyteller: A Legacy of Connection,” and 

family, friends, local schools, as well as admirers were among those 

invited to participate. On April 24, 1998, everyone gathered at the 

Square early that morning to witness the most anticipated moment of 

the ceremony, the dedication of the Alexander Murray Palmer Statue.  

 

 

 

Alex Haley statue unveiled (1998) 
WBIR Vault  

With emotion, the crowd watched as golden drapes fell to reveal the 

grand sculpture of Alex Haley perched on the Square’s hillside in 

bronze glory. It was a historic day in Knoxville, at 13-feet and 6,500 

https://youtu.be/Ol4wCvaaMSo


 

pounds, the statue was the largest monument of a Black American in 

the United States and still upholds today as one of the country's largest 

statues of a Black American - a testament to a pioneer who 

revolutionized our understanding of history and genealogy.  

 

 

“The project honors his legacy and encourages the rich 
continued search for the rich cultural heritage inherent 

in families which Haley inspired through his epoch 
novel, ‘Roots.’”  

Theotis Robinson, Jr. The Knoxville News Sentinel, April 20, 1998.  

 



  



 

The Haley Heritage Square was developed as a component of the Inner 

City Revitalization Through Cultural Enrichment Program by African 

American Appalachian Arts, Inc., (AAAA) a cultural arts agency located 

in Knoxville. Evon Easley, a member of AAAA conceived the project a 

year after the death of Alex Haley in 1992 and it was the statue that 

served as the focal point of his vision. Easley was appointed director of 

the Citizens for Haley Heritage Square Committee (CHHS) and 

together with AAAA, the groups worked in unison to secure necessary 

funding for the project.  

 

  



 

Artist's rendering of Haley Heritage Square by Midori Barstow 

 

 

Tina Allen, 

Sculptor of the Alex Haley Statue 



  



 

 

L.A. artist and internationally renowned sculptor of prominent Black 

Americans throughout history, Tina Allen (1946-2008), was contacted 

by Evon Easley in 1993 to create the larger than life sculpture of Alex 

Haley. Honored to take on such a project, Allen accepted the offer and 

would spend roughly 4 years working between New York and Knoxville 

to design and cast the sculpture. 

 

Allen envisioned Haley seated on a hillside with his gaze towards the 

Great Smoky Mountains he so dearly loved. She wanted a sculpture 

large enough for children to play on and look up to. She dressed him 

casually, to portray him as a man of the people with a copy of “Roots” 

in his hand. During the 1993 Kuumba Festival (coordinated by AAAA), 

Allen attended the event and worked on the model of the Haley statue 

for guests to see.  

 



 

 

Tina Allen discussing her vision for the Alex Haley statue. Known for her sculptures of Black 

pioneers, she referred to her projects as "writing our history in bronze." 

Beck Cultural Exchange Center 

 



  

 

25 Years Later 

 

The Haley monument is located near the Beck Cultural Exchange Center and 

serves as a memorial to the history of Knoxville’s Black community. In honor 

of the 25th anniversary since the dedication ceremony, Beck will host a Kick-

off celebration at Haley Heritage Square on June 17, 2023 during our three 

day commemoration of Juneteenth. Each year we seek to recognize and 

remember the legacy of Haley, an unforgettable pioneer who always sought 

to “find the good and praise it.” 

 

 


