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Bean, Jana L

From: Darlene Reiter [Darlene.Reiter@tn.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:37 PM
To: Mize, Jeff
Subject: Washington Pike, Knoxville, Knox County, (Pin #043090.00) Noise/Air Concurrence Letters
Attachments: PM2 5 Hot Spot Determination Washington Pike Knox 043090.00 November 15 2012.pdf; 

IAC Concurrence Responses PIN 110301.00 November 30 2012.pdf; PM2.5 Clearance 
Record PIN 043090.00.pdf

Jeff –  
  
The transportation conformity statement for this project is provided below. 
 
Transportation Conformity 
This project is located in the Knoxville ozone and PM2.5 nonattainment areas. The project is included in the 
Knoxville Regional Transportation Planning Organization 2009-2034 Knoxville Regional Mobility Plan as LRMP 
#615 and the Transportation Improvement Program as TIP #2011-049.  Therefore, the project conforms to the 
State Implementation Plan (SIP). 
  
TDOT completed a PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determination for the project that concluded that the project was “not a 
project of air quality concern.”  TDOT submitted this determination to the Knoxville Area Interagency 
Consultation (IAC) group on November 15, 2012.  The IAC members concurred with TDOT’s determination on 
the following dates: FHWA, November 27, 2012; EPA, November 26, 2012; TDEC, November 16, 2012; and 
Knox County, November 26, 2012.  The PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determination, IAC concurrence responses, and PM2.5 
clearance record are attached. 
 

- Darlene 
___________________________________ 
Darlene Reiter, Ph.D., P.E. 
TDOT Environmental Division Consultant 
(615) 574-8102 
 
 
 

From: Mize, Jeff via CDM Smith Files Notification Service [mailto:NoReply@cdmsmith.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:28 PM 
To: Darlene Reiter 
Subject: New Package Is Waiting 
 

 New Package Notification  
 
Welcome to CDM Smith Files! A new package has been posted for you.  
 
Subject: Washington Pike, Knoxville, Knox County, TN (Pin #043090.00) 
 
You will be required to supply credentials in order to login and access this package. These credentials will be provided to you 
either by the original sender or by another email notification.  
 
Please use the following URL and your username/password to login and view this package. You will also be given the 
opportunity to compose a secure reply to this package. 
 
( https://files.cdmsmith.com/human.aspx?OrgID=8113&Arg12=message&Arg06=852457302 )  




STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION 
SUITE 900 - JAMES K. POLK BUILDING 

505 DEADERICK STREET 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0334 

 

PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determination 
 
Project Name:  Washington Pike from I-640 to Murphy Road 
PIN: 043090.00 
Project Number:  STP-M-9109(64) 
County: Knox 
Date: November 15, 2012 
 
Statement of Purpose and Legal Requirements 
 
Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act, as amended, requires that transportation agencies, such as 
the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT), demonstrate that all proposed 
transportation projects that are located in nonattainment or maintenance areas, and require 
federal approval or federal money, are consistent with the air quality goals found in the State 
Implementation Plan (SIP) and the corresponding Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
and other conforming plans. 
 
The process to ensure this consistency is called Transportation Conformity. Conformity to the 
SIP means that transportation activities will not cause new violations of the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS), will not worsen existing violations, and will not delay attainment of 
the NAAQS.   
 
Project-level conformity is required by Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 93, 
more commonly known as the Transportation Conformity Rule.  When evaluating project-level 
conformity for particulate matter that is 2.5 microns in diameter or smaller, the process is called 
a PM2.5 Hot Spot Determination. 
 
The Transportation Conformity Rule instructs the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to 
ensure that all proposed transportation projects are in conformity before releasing federal funds 
for the project. To accomplish this, the FHWA and/or FTA require that all proposed 
transportation projects in a PM2.5 nonattainment or maintenance area be classified as: 1) 
Exempt, 2) Not a Project of Air Quality Concern, or 3) Project of Air Quality Concern.   
 
In §93.126 and §93.128, the Transportation Conformity Rule establishes a list of transportation 
projects that are categorically exempt from conformity determination.  For nonexempt projects, 
TDOT must determine if the project has the potential to adversely impact air quality and FHWA 
and/or FTA must make the same determination once the interagency consultation (IAC) process 
is complete. 
 
This proposed transportation project is located in Knox County, which is currently classified as 
nonattainment for the PM2.5 NAAQS by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  TDOT is 
presenting the following conformity determination for IAC review to demonstrate this project is 
NOT A PROJECT OF AIR QUALITY CONCERN and that it does conform to the SIP. 
Project Description 
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The project involves widening Washington Pike to provide four travel lanes from I-640 to Murphy 
Road and associates intersections improvements along the corridor.  The project location and 
proposed typical cross-section are provided in Attachment A,   
 
PM2.5 Hot Spot Determination Questions and Answers 
 
1. Is this project in a conforming Plan/TIP?   

 
Yes. This project is included in the Knoxville Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
2009-2034 Knoxville Regional Mobility Plan as LRMP #615 and the Transportation 
Improvement Program as TIP #2011-049.  The project sheets are provided in Attachment B. 
 

2. Is the project on a new or expanded highway or expressway that serves a significant 
volume of diesel truck traffic, such as a facility with greater than 125,000 annual 
average daily traffic (AADT) and 8% or more of such AADT is diesel truck traffic?   
 
No.  The projected design year 2033 AADT on Washington Pike is 33,000 vehicles per day 
with 2% trucks. 
 

3. Does the project construct new exit ramps or other highway facility improvements 
that connect a highway or expressway to a major freight, bus, or intermodal terminal?   
 
No.  

 
4. Does the project expand an existing highway or other facility that already has a 

congested intersection (Operates at LOS D, E, or F) and will this project result in a 
significant increase in the number of diesel trucks?   
 
Yes.  The project will expand several roadway intersections along Washington Pike that 
currently operate at poor levels of service because they are at or over capacity.  The 
additional through traffic lanes on Washington Pike and associated intersection 
improvements will significantly improve traffic operations and reduce delays.  The projected 
LOS at the corridor intersections are summarized in the table below. 
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The project will not result in a distribution of trucks on the existing roadway network. 
 

5. Does the highway project involve a significant increase in the number of diesel transit 
buses and/or diesel trucks?   
 
No.   
 

6. Will this project cause or worsen an existing violation?   
 
No.  The project is not projected to result in a net change in the number of total vehicles or 
diesel vehicles on the roadway network and will significantly improve traffic operations and 
reduce idling along the corridor.  Therefore, the project would not cause or worsen and 
existing violation. 
 

Conclusion 
 
For the reasons provided above, TDOT’s PM2.5 hot spot determination is that this project is NOT 
A PROJECT OF AIR QUALITY CONCERN, as determined in accordance with 40 CFR 
§93.123(b)(1), and that this project is in conformity with the SIP.  Therefore, the Clean Air Act 
and 40 CFR §93.116 requirements are met without a qualitative hot spot analysis once the IAC 
provides concurrence. 
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Darlene Reiter

From: corbin.davis@dot.gov
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:24 AM
To: Darlene Reiter; Alan Jones; Angela Midgett; Benjamin.Lynorae@epa.gov; 

teresa_cantrell@nps.gov; Mike.Conger@knoxtrans.org; richd@mymorristown.com; Jim 
Ozment; laliddington@aqm.co.knox.tn.us; Marc Corrigan; Elizabeth.Martin@dot.gov; 
asmcdaniel@aqm.co.knox.tn.us; jim_renfro@nps.gov; Robert Rock; Ronnie Porter; 
Sheckler.Kelly@epa.gov; smith.dianna@epa.gov; LeighAnn.Tribble@dot.gov; 
Jeff.Welch@knoxtrans.org

Subject: RE: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox 
County 2) Washington Pike, Knox County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County

Greetings, 
 
The FHWA Tennessee Division concurs with TDOT’s determination that the three projects listed below are not projects 
of air quality concern in regards to transportation conformity. 
 
Regards, 
Corbin 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Corbin Davis 
Planning & Air Quality Specialist 
Federal Highway Administration 
Tennessee Division 
404 BNA Drive 
Building 200, Suite 508 
Nashville, TN 37217 
 
corbin.davis@dot.gov 
Phone: 615-781-5767 
Fax: 615-781-5773 
 

From: Darlene Reiter [mailto:Darlene.Reiter@tn.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:36 PM 
To: Alan Jones; Angela Midgett; Benjamin, Lynorae; Cantrell, Teresa; Conger, Mike; D, Rich; Davis, Corbin (FHWA); Jim 
Ozment; Liddington, L; Marc Corrigan; Martin, Elizabeth (FTA); McDaniel, A; Renfro, Jim; Robert Rock; Ronnie Porter; 
Sheckler, Kelly; Smith, Dianna; Tribble, Leigh Ann (FHWA); Welch, Jeff 
Subject: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox County 2) Washington Pike, Knox 
County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County 
 
Knoxville Area IAC: 
 
TDOT has evaluated the following projects and determined that they are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR QUALITY 
CONCERN. 
 

Project PIN County Description 
Interstate 40 (I-40) and 
Campbell Station Road 

114774.00 Knox 
Ramp improvements and 

installation of traffic signals 

Washington Pike 043090.00 Knox Widening 

North Central Street  116003.00 Knox Modification of 4-lane road 
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section to 2-3 lanes 
 
The project description and details are provided in the attached PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations. 
 
TDOT requests your concurrence with our determinations that these projects are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR 
QUALITY CONCERN.  Please respond no later than close of business (4:30 central time) on November 30, 
2012.  If TDOT does not receive a response to the contrary within 10 business days of this email then TDOT 
will assume that you concur with these determinations. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Darlene D. Reiter, Ph.D., P.E. 
TDOT Environmental Division Consultant 
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Darlene Reiter

From: Sheckler.Kelly@epamail.epa.gov
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 7:08 AM
To: Darlene Reiter
Cc: Alan Jones; Angela Midgett; McDaniel, A; Davis, Corbin; 

Smith.Dianna@epamail.epa.gov; Martin, Elizabeth; Welch, Jeff; Jim Ozment; Renfro, Jim; 
Liddington, L; Tribble, Leigh Ann; Benjamin.Lynorae@epamail.epa.gov; Marc Corrigan; 
Conger, Mike; D, Rich; Robert Rock; Ronnie Porter; Cantrell, Teresa

Subject: (3) Re: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox 
County 2) Washington Pike, Knox County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County

Darlene- thank you for the opportunity to review the three projects listed below - EPA concurs that these 
projects are not of air quality concern.   
 
Kelly Sheckler 
US Environmental Protection Agency- Region 4 
Diesel Collaborative and Transportation Outreach Liaison 
61 Forsyths Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
(404) 562-9222 
Sheckler.Kelly@epa.gov 
 
 
-----Darlene Reiter <Darlene.Reiter@tn.gov> wrote: -----  
To: Alan Jones <Alan.Jones@tn.gov>, Angela Midgett <Angela.Midgett@tn.gov>, Lynorae 
Benjamin/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, "Cantrell, Teresa" <teresa_cantrell@nps.gov>, "Conger, Mike" 
<Mike.Conger@knoxtrans.org>, "D, Rich" <richd@mymorristown.com>, "Davis, Corbin" 
<corbin.davis@dot.gov>, "Jim Ozment" <Jim.Ozment@tn.gov>, "Liddington, L" 
<laliddington@aqm.co.knox.tn.us>, Marc Corrigan <Marc.Corrigan@tn.gov>, "Martin, Elizabeth" 
<Elizabeth.Martin@dot.gov>, "McDaniel, A" <asmcdaniel@aqm.co.knox.tn.us>, "Renfro, Jim" 
<jim_renfro@nps.gov>, Robert Rock <Robert.Rock@tn.gov>, "Ronnie Porter" <Ronnie.Porter@tn.gov>, 
Kelly Sheckler/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, Dianna Smith/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, "Tribble, Leigh Ann" 
<LeighAnn.Tribble@fhwa.dot.gov>, "Welch, Jeff" <Jeff.Welch@knoxtrans.org> 
From: Darlene Reiter <Darlene.Reiter@tn.gov> 
Date: 11/15/2012 04:40PM 
Subject: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox County 2) 
Washington Pike, Knox County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County 

Knoxville Area IAC: 

 

TDOT has evaluated the following projects and determined that they are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR 
QUALITY CONCERN. 

 

Project PIN County Description 
Interstate 40 (I-40) and 
Campbell Station Road 

114774.00 Knox 
Ramp improvements and 

installation of traffic signals 

Washington Pike 043090.00 Knox Widening 
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North Central Street  116003.00 Knox 
Modification of 4-lane road 

section to 2-3 lanes 

 

The project description and details are provided in the attached PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations. 

 

TDOT requests your concurrence with our determinations that these projects are NOT A PROJECT 
OF AIR QUALITY CONCERN.  Please respond no later than close of business (4:30 central time) on 
November 30, 2012.  If TDOT does not receive a response to the contrary within 10 business days of 
this email then TDOT will assume that you concur with these determinations. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Darlene D. Reiter, Ph.D., P.E. 

TDOT Environmental Division Consultant 

 

 

 
 
[attachment "PM2 5 Hot Spot Determination I-40 and Campbell Station Knox 114774.00 November 15 
2012.pdf" removed by Kelly Sheckler/R4/USEPA/US] 
[attachment "PM2 5 Hot Spot Determination North Central Knox 116003.00 November 15 2012.pdf" 
removed by Kelly Sheckler/R4/USEPA/US] 
[attachment "PM2 5 Hot Spot Determination Washington Pike Knox 043090.00 November 15 2012.pdf" 
removed by Kelly Sheckler/R4/USEPA/US] 
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Darlene Reiter

From: Marc Corrigan
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:29 PM
To: Darlene Reiter; Alan Jones; Angela Midgett; Benjamin, Lynorae; Cantrell, Teresa; Conger, 

Mike; D, Rich; Davis, Corbin; Jim Ozment; Liddington, L; Martin, Elizabeth; McDaniel, A; 
Renfro, Jim; Robert Rock; Ronnie Porter; Sheckler, Kelly; Smith, Dianna; Tribble, Leigh 
Ann; Welch, Jeff

Subject: RE: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox 
County 2) Washington Pike, Knox County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County

Darlene, 
 
The TAPCD agrees with TDOT’s assessment that the projects listed below are not projects of air quality concern. 
 
Marc 
 

From: Darlene Reiter  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:36 PM 
To: Alan Jones; Angela Midgett; Benjamin, Lynorae; Cantrell, Teresa; Conger, Mike; D, Rich; Davis, Corbin; Jim Ozment; 
Liddington, L; Marc Corrigan; Martin, Elizabeth; McDaniel, A; Renfro, Jim; Robert Rock; Ronnie Porter; Sheckler, Kelly; 
Smith, Dianna; Tribble, Leigh Ann; Welch, Jeff 
Subject: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox County 2) Washington Pike, Knox 
County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County 
 
Knoxville Area IAC: 
 
TDOT has evaluated the following projects and determined that they are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR QUALITY 
CONCERN. 
 

Project PIN County Description 
Interstate 40 (I-40) and 
Campbell Station Road 

114774.00 Knox 
Ramp improvements and 

installation of traffic signals 

Washington Pike 043090.00 Knox Widening 

North Central Street  116003.00 Knox 
Modification of 4-lane road 

section to 2-3 lanes 
 
The project description and details are provided in the attached PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations. 
 
TDOT requests your concurrence with our determinations that these projects are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR 
QUALITY CONCERN.  Please respond no later than close of business (4:30 central time) on November 30, 
2012.  If TDOT does not receive a response to the contrary within 10 business days of this email then TDOT 
will assume that you concur with these determinations. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Darlene D. Reiter, Ph.D., P.E. 
TDOT Environmental Division Consultant 
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Darlene Reiter

From: Arthur S. McDaniel <asmcdaniel@aqm.co.knox.tn.us>
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 7:28 AM
To: Darlene Reiter
Subject: RE: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox 

County 2) Washington Pike, Knox County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County

Knox County Air Quality Management concurs. 
 

From: Darlene Reiter [mailto:Darlene.Reiter@tn.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:36 PM 
To: Alan Jones; Angela Midgett; Benjamin, Lynorae; Cantrell, Teresa; Conger, Mike; D, Rich; Davis, Corbin; Jim Ozment; 
Liddington, L; Marc Corrigan; Martin, Elizabeth; McDaniel, A; Renfro, Jim; Robert Rock; Ronnie Porter; Sheckler, Kelly; 
Smith, Dianna; Tribble, Leigh Ann; Welch, Jeff 
Subject: PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations for 1) I-40 and Campbell Station Road, Knox County 2) Washington Pike, Knox 
County and 3) North Central Street, Knox County 
 
Knoxville Area IAC: 
 
TDOT has evaluated the following projects and determined that they are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR QUALITY 
CONCERN. 
 

Project PIN County Description 
Interstate 40 (I-40) and 
Campbell Station Road 

114774.00 Knox 
Ramp improvements and 

installation of traffic signals 

Washington Pike 043090.00 Knox Widening 

North Central Street  116003.00 Knox 
Modification of 4-lane road 

section to 2-3 lanes 
 
The project description and details are provided in the attached PM2.5 Hot-Spot Determinations. 
 
TDOT requests your concurrence with our determinations that these projects are NOT A PROJECT OF AIR 
QUALITY CONCERN.  Please respond no later than close of business (4:30 central time) on November 30, 
2012.  If TDOT does not receive a response to the contrary within 10 business days of this email then TDOT 
will assume that you concur with these determinations. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Darlene D. Reiter, Ph.D., P.E. 
TDOT Environmental Division Consultant 
 
 



PIN 043090.00

Federal Project Number STP-M-9109(64)

Conformity Type PM2.5

County Knox

IAC Group Knoxville Area

Type Capacity

Priority Standard

Route Name

Washington Pike

Project Description

The project involves widening Washington Pike to provide four travel lanes from I-
640 to Murphy Road and associates intersections improvements along the corridor.

Date Need Identified 8/17/2012

Determination Requested By Joe Matlock

Date Traffic Data Requested

Source of Traffic Data Project Traffic Report

Conformity Determination Not of Concern

Date of Determination 11/15/2012

Deadline for IAC Comments 11/30/2012

FHWA 11/27/2012

FTA

EPA 11/26/2012

TDEC 11/16/2012

Date of TDOT Internal Notification 11/30/2012

Knox County concurred 11/26/2012.

Agency Concurrence Dates

TDOT ConclusionData Collection

Project Origination

Interagency Consultation (IAC)

Notification And Notes

Project Description

Project-Level Conformity

IAC Status Complete



 




